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The Portuguese e-Fatura system is an online portal run by the tax authority where individuals 
track invoices linked to their tax number and assign them to categories for tax deductions.

e-Fatura system explained

Businesses issue invoices with your NIF (tax number). Those invoices 
automatically appear in e-Fatura, but sometimes they need to be 
confirmed or categorized. Doing this affects how much tax you pay.

People must validate and allocate invoices by the end of February for 
the previous tax year (this timing matters).

Most people donʼt realize that allocating invoices correctly in e-Fatura 
directly impacts their tax deductions. If invoices stay unclassified, the 
system may not apply the correct deduction category.
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In Portugal, individuals are entitled to claim several types of tax deductions through their annual IRS (personal 
income tax) return with the Autoridade Tributária e Aduaneira. These deductions reduce the amount of tax you 
owe or increase your refund.



Here are the main tax deduction categories individuals are entitled to:

tax deduction categories
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General Family Expenses
● Everyday purchases (supermarkets, 

clothing, utilities, etc.)

Deduction:

● 35% of expenses
● Annual cap: about €250 per person (or 

€500 per household).

Healthcare Expenses
● Doctor visits
● Hospital bills
● Prescription medicines
● Health insurance (partially)

Deduction:

● 15% of expenses
● Cap: about €1,000

Education and Training
● School fees
● University tuition
● Books and educational materials
● Student accommodation (some cases)

Deduction:

● 30% of expenses
● Cap: about €800

Housing Expenses

● For people renting property - only rent 
payments registered with tax authority

Deduction:

● 15% of rent
● Cap: about €600

Home loan interest deductions only apply 
to older mortgages taken before certain 
years.)

Restaurants, Car Repairs, 
Hairdressers, Gyms & Vets
These are included under sectors where 
VAT deductions apply:

● Restaurants and accommodation
● Auto repairs
● Hairdressers
● Veterinary services
● Some gyms

Deduction:

● 15% of VAT paid
● Cap: about €250

Nursing Homes / Elderly Care
● Care homes
● Assisted living

Deduction:
● 25% of expenses
● Cap: about €403.75

Alimony Payments

If legally required:

● 20% deduction
● Usually no fixed cap (depends on the 

arrangement).

Donations
Donations to approved charities:

● Typically 25% deduction
● Sometimes higher depending on the 

institution.



allocating invoices on the e-Fatura portal
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When you provide your NIF number to a business, the invoice issued to you should automatically appear on the 
e-Fatura portal.

To allocate the invoice to the correct tax deduction category, you will need to access the e-Fatura portal through your 
web browser, or download the e-Fatura mobile app.

Web Browser

Mobile App



e-Fatura web browser
How to use the e-Fatura web portal to allocate expenses:

Login in to the Portal das 
Financas website with your NIF 
number and password

www.portaldasfinancas.gov.pt

Select “e-Faturaˮ 
from the menu

Select “Complementar 
Informação Faturasˮ to 
be directed to the 
invoice allocation list.
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https://www.acesso.gov.pt/poslogout


e-Fatura web browser
Select an expense category for each invoice.

Click “Todas Allˮ if you would like the system to 
apply your selected options to all the invoices from 
the same supplier. 

This will make the invoice allocation process quicker 
and easier.

You will be directed to a list of all your unallocated expenses:
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e-Fatura web browser

After allocating and verifying your expense invoices, click on the 
green “Guardar Saveˮ button at the bottom of the list. 

If you do not save your allocations before proceeding to the next 
page, or closing your web browser, the portal will not capture your 
allocations and the invoices will remain unverified.
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Important step

Save your allocations!



e-Fatura mobile app

Download the mobile app 
and login in with your NIF 
number and password

Select to view the 
list of your 
unallocated invoices

Click on an invoice 
to allocate the 
expense
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How to use the e-Fatura mobile app to allocate expense invoices:



e-Fatura mobile app
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Indicate if the expense 
is business related.

Click “Sim Yesˮ if you would 
like the system to apply your 
selected options to all the 
invoices from the same supplier. 

This will make the invoice 
allocation process quicker and 
easier.

If the invoice is partially a 
personal expense and 
partially a business 
expense, then select 
“Parcial Partial) .ˮ

How to use the e-Fatura mobile app to allocate expense invoices:



e-Fatura expense categories
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It is important to know what the e-Fatura symbols mean and what type of expenses they correspond to, so that you can take 
advantage of all possible deductions in your income tax return.

If your expense does 
not fall into one of 
these predefined 
categories, you may 
select “other .ˮ



Join us on social media for regular tax updates:

Get in touch with us via email if you have any questions:

info@dmatax.pt

Or book a consultation with us via our website:

dmatax.pt

#dma_tax
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Disclaimer:   This guideline is for informational and educational purposes only. It is not intended to provide legal, 
financial, or tax advice. Tax laws and regulations vary by jurisdiction and are subject to change. We do not guarantee 
the accuracy, completeness, or applicability of the information provided.
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